7/7/72 

J;ear nary, 

„ Xt J® ’ lat0 ye-terdoy when I got my (.mil. It was heavy, including y„ur decreeing one 
ox the t Jtn, postmarked the 30. One from Howard was as delayed, .-.a I look at others un- 
answered, X not one sent from £it. -ouis 6/30and another 7/l also delayed, as long. “nuauaL. 
lours took over a week. It may bo just on accident, but Gary's letter of "explanation" 
was stamped as having been found in some usuaed equipment, bo, it was delated, and in 
court ay box oiv yesterday, or leaving it, a U.S. attorney made a crack to Bud, "I hear 
Wexsberg wan in to see you last week. Tliat should teach you about leaving your door ooen." 
well, it has boon quite some time since i have seen Bud. His office door closes automatically. 
His inner of 1 ice doer, if open, permits eavesdropping only by those inside the office, .md 
it lias ben longer than tliat since I've been in Bud's office. If he was not saying this 
just to nag Bud, there is but one tiling with ..liich it can coincide, my ,-oiny ins to the 
dxla office tin. day xtoso wu there, the day before hi. cane hero, which in turn was the day 
cox ore he lext there, xerliaps 1 should have copied a paragraph out of Howard's delayed 

let .or. He saw doss here when I didn't, spoke to him separately, anil was alone with liin 

for^a wlalo at the bu:. statuon when 1 took dos.w there, lie say 3 he feels he detected resent- 
ment against no in doss and for his own reasons i do not recall didn't like or trust him. 
ne also confirms tliat moss lied to us about where lie was going, iieanwliilo , although vou 

say out. there is no doubt it is the truth that Boos was there, Gary in a letter the day 

box ore Ins answer" notes tliat dosss called him from the airport. Howard thinks doss may 
ifj® b ? ou °? a niSGion for Bed ana this accounts for Ids failure to provide a nemo on some- 
tlang no tolu us wed told lam, not in confidence, tliat he apparently blurted out without 
realising its meaning, as Howard and I did immediately. 

r x’he email note to Howard 1 wrote before beginning tide tolls you sou.; of it. fids 

° X 3 °f tt<,Vor ke pine Ml5 word und nover agoing the damage when he can 
ut won t when we had a clear agreement tliat anything he got from me would be kept separate 
unu away Iron any CrLi stul\ will plague me forever. Two years ago, after it became just 

h ' ! to throu ^ their rilos mid remove. After several reminders it remains 

undone. I showed them all the d.c., but tolls mo tliay saw a listing of it separately, 
and it turns out it is in the stuff I spent too months Wind my own money) copying for 
dn,!h+ h +f aUpp ? sod to ±lle ce rtain suits for mo and then decided not to! There is no 

Sto x 13 ^ iB prett y °eeily identified writing. Gary says simply tliat 

stead 01 using the copy 1 uepomted with 1dm for security, which he readily ackno-. l.-dges, 
he wrote ana got on on Ids own! Tliat, of course, makes it right in Ids eyes, «n what lie 
did, which iniludes sending a copy to Wocht, wldch Jorxy claims tliat he did, and I had 
discussed this with both and' in person at some length and they both knew that I was 
opposed it it and why. Gary was here in January. When I wrote him asking him to return evory- 
xoixk; and stay away forever and he replied, I told 1dm I had not sent copies of his lottos 
to anyone but uouol if he wished or he could. Therefore, I do not enclose a copy. I see no 
reason not to ix you want it but l'd rather play it cool and see if ho complies with my 
request lor his source on the list he says he used because it may turn out to be a copy 
gave him, as with Jim -esar, wlio still has it, by the way, at the CTIA, having muue a 
copy 01 my copy tor me! I am sending a f copy of oy letter to Hylvia. I'd intended to make a 

tw !m 10 +,°f /0U and n ° Ward but didn t f or Ul ° r,;asona » time pressures (J must get out 
from unuer tills oppressive correspondence) and her reference to proscribed medications she 
suddenly stop;,, getting when her doctor died. It is, I am certain, quite innocent, but it 
is also subject to ^interpretation, and it is the kind of thing I do not believe six .uld 
be kioloxx; around in xiles. She. rather politely criticised me for a variety of alleged 

^ j. ?! " Um °} v ? in a wa y wakea the conplaint comprehensive ot, 

Xi alledes 1 ±e ® 1 7°u betrayed" me, is quoted directly. She has to bo sick. She 
a ^“° 3 !*\f a f‘“« tiObsoone" things about her, etc., but at no point responds Jo ray quite 
pointou letter to her, an there were five pages of pretty specific comment, stoglo-spaced. 

Vol , , V mV ° 110 objection 00 giving you copies of all. With your present concerns, I think 
you liavu onou^ito worry about. 

Je had a pretty good idea of how -nry felt, raid 1 do know tliat he put Idself in 
analysis, do felt the same way of him. If we'd ever gotten around to drawing u , the will 
we u planned , he liave iaxown this. Our liyattstown property is poti.ntially pretty valuable. 

All our indebtedness is ontop our home, not it. It is clear simply because th/bunk 

S ‘ ;aUr J- ty 1U th - C0Ullty in uilich wo li«. It is also our only security, tlxe tiling 
we will 3ell when we ^et a decent offer. He'd have been out heir. 
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Our boms i.; north twice the mortgage. Our surviving Bothers are in their 80s and 
have other children. It is only that this is one oi‘ t}ie tilings wo never got around to 
that it wasn't on paper, Bow it won* t be. X don't know what has happened to Gary's 
ethics, for they seemed to bo the best, one of the tilings; that so impressed us abouv him, 

I suppose tliat 1 tako a more rigid view tlian the popular in such natters because, as I 
recently wrote toward of Gary, tto cultural heritage of the Old '•‘•'ostacu.nt lingers in me. 

1 do no consciously every do antyhigg wrong. I'liis is not to say that 1 never am or do 
wrong, buc i try to be honest, tor) laps tliis a _kos uo fool more strongly about rijlrc ana wrong, 
in. I sec tiiem. iuid there has be n u minor industry of getting and using my stuff . Bylvia, 
lor example, liad to know as soon as she saw fink's book that every citation "according to 
a document recently discovered at the Archives" is a piracy from Will. I don't think there 
rs an exception and it is the most common singko source he cites. But sin- like finl-c and 
ior some reason didn’t like me, do,, pi to her protestations, so this wa ok to her. 

erhaps there is an answer in what I also can t comprehend ina a story I really stould 
not tell ana wouldn t except tliat it my clarify for you what is to both of us incomprehensible 
lou must keep thi.; in confidence, unless you want to get Buck's ap-,rai3al. fou will remember 
that Uar y sont uea to us » iir.ocently, we folt aftorwurd, leading us into a horrible and 
paint ul mess ^il will never forget. AKCBU it was all over, ho tells mo that “ed was going 
to a slirink, which is how Gary met him, through his problems. Hed found out tluit a rpominent 
uuuik was laying a woman patient u a ry described a 3 badly screwed up in th> hoad. Borne 
theraphy! bo, tliis not only screwed her up even worse. in the head, but Hed made a real 
mesn of it by talking about it, with the obvious consequences to all parties. And ho sends 
so untrustworthy and unstable u man to us without telling us tliis in advance? But I have 
no cioubt tliat lie did not mean anything but good in sodning tod iiore. I do tliink his 
judgement was miserable in not lotting ye judge, not lotting me know what he knew was 
within ^Gd s capabilities. lie also didn t tell me arid I found out fror.i Bed* s blurting it 
out that Bod's wife is against all Ids as as ination work aim is a money-grubber, to "matter 
how much ton lias, it isn„t enough for her. bhe forced him to spend all ids licuiu assets 
on a more luxurious home tlian anyone requires. «hy not? Didn’t she marry into ‘the General 
dlls and Geyerhauser fortunes? If it is no* certain, it is possible tluit liad I known these 
things at the begin log, my dealings with "ed would have been different. There 'd have 
been a much more specific contract, for example, not so much left to trust. There is a 
written agreement and to lias violated it. But what good is any agreement when you haven't 
the money for a lawyer? 

I ora avmre that the cumulative oppression of our many problems, more than you know 
oilcan influence ay reactions raid judgement, but in till,, case I tliink they have not* To 
nic mas in a very simple matter of deliberate broech of trust in i/iiich ^nry says just 
about what Jerry did, tluit it is the requirement of “good conscience" . 

I tliink it is quite po ssibl j that in u ary ! 3 case ho was motivated by whut he told him- 
self was a^ .-oon thing, fhe incomprehensible part is that after the long talk I had with 
him in January, even if lie felt tills way, he would not have at least discussed it with me. 
his circumstcinces luive chan ged. His financial condition is good. he has cleared liinsolf 
ajid bought a new car. "o emi now afford phone calls. I tliink therois a con on galling on 
th<; part ox t. oso who have dropp'd out. They want very much not -to have, want very much for 

?/ luich 3 °^ ut2 - on wllich t]iom would be a self « justification to a lagging conscience because 
oney have dropped out. xlds my be a simplistic psy chological explcination, but 1 haven* t 
thought of aiiytliing tliat comes as close to explaining any of tins to me excoot where 1 have 
decided that self-interest is the case. In these cases, it may also not be conscious. But 
it is simply impossible* to go over my x *e , and Wecht filos vrithout tliis smacking you in 
both eye3. Wecht can get enormous coxa ercial gain from this. hi ha. , for example*^ in 
addition to his public job of coroner a. id his professorial post anincome from a malpractise 
business tliat is part of his consultancy business. % lias a separate of fie for tliis in the 
l’nck Building. But the awful tiling is tliat thie. lias the potential for ruining liira if the 
press is briefed, as 1 would suppose someone in th* government will arrange. One "ong Jolin 
broadcast tluit stunned over Jerry, but not enough, is sufficient. ^11 tliat oik. r . porter 
need do when hi. liolds his press conference is quote it and say, "doctor, did you say this?” 
livery reporter there, inevitably, will by completely turned off. Especially when he has 
done no original work, has said whit can t be supported by the total of vex*yone r s work, 
was stupid to say, anu v/ill bo called plagiarisia from Garrison 1 d worst ni^dhtiare. 
fills is ;xa*t of wliat wo face. 
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Inviting dary't o Dallas would do him no good and would overburden you and duel:* nut 
if ^ou'want to, let3 wait and see how ho respond: to what I wrote him after ho blandly told 
me ho did it* mid said it wa: right. Besid , lie won t do it. Just o .. ore this lie had 
written to toll me Lie that although lie load planned to go to nuropo with Jerry in August, 
he now thinks it will be impossible because of work pressures* 1 ata without any doubt 
aoout his sincerity in his work and Ids dedication to it* 

Before getting to the part of your letter that troubles no most, your personal and 
very s iious problems, two nor; tilings : if you really want to talk to Wary, lwt it wait 
until after tills tiling lias run its course* Motiving o' one cyan be undone* Before then, you 
and buck come u^) here and you read every tiling I have, fhis tiling Jary has been responsible 
for, and he lias been separately from Jerry, caript be separated from the *‘eu thing, wliich 
he knew in detail, aside from liaving originated. He also knew of ane liad copies of all 
my quite unsatisfactory correspondence witli eu and then, when he learned wliat Bed wa3 
up to, simple copped out* Wouldn't even find" the time to try to talk to liim. I dont tliink 
tiio parts can bo separated* Bed is the one v/ho really pressured Marshall, although such 
libex'al nuts as **rs. ^ome ranee joined it. 

If you liavo any kind of a file on any of the people in file V/Atergate Capor and can 
find time, it con be important to mo ana to us* Please keep this in confidence: 1 have a 
prima facie case of hunt's killing a decal I had .ith the Saturday Kvening Post in 1965# 
when he was still at 01 a and was also at the- literary agency supposedly liondling me* You 
can see the letters when you arc here and they cone close to speaking for themselves* I've 
told °in this and raised the question of a suit vs 01 a for damages, ^nd ido.. th.t made him 
smile. Offhand lie agrees 1 have enough to get into court with* I can t do it myself, but 
.*ith legal help bids u&ght turn into something! I dddn t get to re ad '"yesterday' s paper 
yet, or to look at what ^il clipped from it for me. l l h£s headline, which relates to faddy, 
tells te* sborj, ‘'Bug Suspect Daid 0? o Seek Keiniedy Bata"* And in the White house library, 
which confirmed it* If I haven t told you, I believe Hunt ana darker are the ^rank 
Bender and Bemie of the Bay of Pig3 fiasco, that fake aliases were i.: ediat-ly leaked 
to keep the press fro . independent inquiry. 

iit this point Bil had breakfast, a lit ;le later than usual boenuso hhe lias been 
having and today has headaches, sometimes wit an unsteadines • She spentalmost all the 
time Jim was hero yesterday in bod and was aslpee when he left* While eating I got an 
idea and checked my files ^nd wliile taking iay morning wall: I did some tldniing the result 
make some tilings orettyclecir* Unclosed carbons will explain* 

Because of the way she f it y sterday and does today, I di n't give your letter to 
read, .hen she is what for these days is herself again I'll discuss it ith her, I must admit 
that at one. point in that gloomy tiling I laughed to myself and I'm sure my fact.: , unseen 
by Lil, smiled with it. "..hat's Buck," I said Jo mys If when you said he had taken a suite 
at the hospital. It is exactly what I would have expected him to do, probably with total 
disregard for the coot rather than without thinking of it. Before skimming your letter 
again, I want to get to the part tliat seems a3 incomprehensible . to me as it does to you* 

I don't kno.> do boy as you peopl do. I was prejdudiced in her favor by the thing- you said# 
and while I g. ne rally do not notice such tilings# when 1 saw hor I thought she'd let her 
seif go a bit# was a bit unfeminine, less attractive tlian she coulu iiave been. It this is 
a fair observation, as you will k .ow where I cannot, then what 1 have come to think may be 
someplace close if not on the bullseye. 

It comes to me tliat except for the opening and a fev/ details, Bil knows most of this 
because you told us. As soon as I dnev. it was you, as you may recall, Iholiered to her to 
pi cl: up the extension because it was you. After we finished, after the shock had begun to 
dull and we began to talk about this awful series of tilings that lias befallen you all, she 
said what I suppose most men like was the ease with me would not tliink of, that it was a 
helluva note* for Bobby to con you into doing her housework for hor with the kind of day 
you put in. Iiy defense was but she was pregnant, -^il's response was there is no problem for 
a pregnant woman to do the tilings she loaded onto you* I Believe Bil in thi. , wary* You 
will know better tlian either of us, h.ving had your own children* Now if tliat is true, 
add tliis i3 a clue. 

I think there is no doubt tliat Bobby had all the legitimate cause for complaint you 
itemized to me and perhaps more. On the othe • liand, despite their obvious errors, from what 
I saw of two of your boys, I would have to say that they ar pretty decent young men* Bike 
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so many of. their {^ne rati on, they are turned off on the world and society and it influences 
tht .dr thinking, actions, attitudes - iill their lives in all aspects# ^omotine other nen 
are the victims, sometimes other •./omen, sometime; the parents, sometimes the paretns are 
She last straw# (l have in ;:dnd so may of t c kids who are alienated because their well- 
to-do parents loako a good and socially-aceey table living bv what the kids regards as dis- 
honesty but by the standards of a corrupt society are not#) So, I tliink at the outset, 
despit the legitimacy of any and all compliant s against L&rryt he is entitled to this and 
I tliink proper and relevant dofenso, if only in your thinking of liira# he is, to put it 
another way, entitled to more understanding and sympathy tliah loving parents consider a • 
blind obligation to a child# Offspring would bo bettor# he 1 s no kid# If tliis docs not 
make right out of wrong, it is a different context than blind parental fi&dlity# 

There would seem to be no possibility of doubting Bobbie's love for ‘him as of the time 
I was there, Perhaps she felt is was over and was just sweating it out> hoping he'd take 
root again# But I think tiiat any judgement of her beliavio has to consider the situation 
she was in once she was pregnant and didn t liave an abortion# Bhe was going to be saddled 
with a cliild to raise cuid support and an errant, undeTiendable, perhaps unloving husbmd# 
ge could turn on, as she could see it, and at any time turn off again# I would tliink tiiat 
this mi these and coming problems would be very mucli in the tliinking of a pregnant woman# 
That she dropped her divorce action I tliink supports my reasoning# 

I've looked at your letter to get some facts and note you feel the same way I did 
about her appearance when I was there# Tqu put it more stribgly, "bedraggled"# In looking 
I think 1 find a further clue in an *uialysis, what immediately follows: "hell, she had 
really been taking care of her appearance^and is beautiful anti well-dressed. " 

Let's put till these clues together • t is not with certainty tiiat a stranger can do 
this, but my purpose is not to toll myself but to help you ana suck figure out the seemingly 
incomprehensible , what of all tills shocking bad news stunned me worse, the time she picked 
to tell Larry ahe was finally breaking it up# after at least 3ix + years of putting up with 
what lias to be liard for any woman. 

Consi .er tlxat she did not break off when she was pregnant ana did not get an abortion# 
Consider tiiat slic started loading you with work sho knew she shouldn't, too# Or, taking 
advantage of you# 1 tliink is tills was not iier way all the time it reflects a state of mind# 
Now, all of a sudden, she finds tiiat in addition to a baby to raise she lias at best a 

permanently-crippled husband to spe.-d the rest of Ids life with, another load# Tiiat she 

would want to buck him back to you is comprehensible# What isn't is the timing of telling# 

It really isn n t to me yet, but it is so inhuman that I tliink it lias to be out-of-character 
for anyone except a beast or the seriously- troubled, emotionally# All of a sudden all 
those wasted years (xnae flooding back on her and the painful ones ahead must liavc been an 
oppressive thought# I'ra not skilled in the workings of the mind, but I tliink some kind of 
self-defense/ self-pro sorvation mechanism took over, that he understandable resentment of 
so i:any years added to it i^ade decent behavior impossible for her ego kin the non-great-guy 
sense, the one tiiat everyone has and needs). I tliink it is possible to understand tliis as 

the final need of her mind after all tliose years and blows to her self-esteem, tiiat she just 

could not co pi-.- with all of tiiat and the bleak future# 

-^on't just feel sorry for Larry for his truthful confession, th.t he can't understand 
wliy both of you have put up with everything# Try an i use that a's a means of getting him out 
of what has to a very severe depression# As you know, I have told you I fit no pattern. I 
have not practise a Judaism since I was u kid. Nor an I true to all the Uld Testament pliilo- 
sopliy# for example, I find the tuirdng of the cheek preferable to an eye for an eye. But 
iny favorite book of f the biblo (also JfK's, by the way) is Lcclesiastes# At first it seems 
despressing# It isn t if it is thought about# I think that if Larry repeads it usd; as an 
expression of pliilosopliyrather tlian as a preaching of religion, is; nay help him work liis 
way out of at least some of tliis in liis own mind# Kaybo you'd bettor reread it first, for 
you know his mind better than I# There is no need for Larry to bo a vegetable, not if he 
wants not to be# I tliink tliis is the port you an. Buck should work on, like Y/allace is 
working on his physical therapliy# x t will be iiard# But the doing in itself will be a reward 
to liin, will have meaning, besides leaning to an improvement in liis circumstances# 

Please keep us posted# Hope everything goes as well as it can# 

Best, 


